THE d"'-f%z%

Fisherman®

May 11, 2000 - Nn 19 New Jersey, Dmaware Bay Edition $1.50

T
hﬁj

ﬂ‘i T/

Tog Tme I]l’l IneReefs

1 1'::.'.-'.

-"'; H

H'Strlpergi,w 'ﬂ‘fé &




Auihor with a nice-slze
; fng taken Jorsay
inshore arlificial reats in 30 feed ;;‘ku;::ru”;: :

e -
a e :
& ou ik e
i, 1 e S A e
! gk : ; ; .:I | " ._. " T A -
o, g o oy it : i I
: ¥ ey I. :. . i = . ¥ 'R ' . 1
sl I d et g e -
- iy . 3 ; 4 . ]
\ fene) L £ 3 :
L] 1y S 2 I : :
LR+ i .
] - 50 = 2 1 2
g - : _'\--_l' I < | ; £
.-.. : ;.- q "y i
e Lo . b e
- - F - ’ :
. [ -a_:l = 2 = [y i
- === a L
s ¥ s 1
: o
=

by carios % bastos ir.




love fishing for blackfish! Ta me, they are the grouper

of the nm'gnaéal:: Strong enough 1o pu}rt 1 a:ri-nﬁﬂhf:d

in your rod and at the same Gme they are great 1o eat.
After spending a few months tleaning up afl m}r‘gﬂ.{ and
then gerting my boat seady for the new sesson, blackfish
in the spring come at a good time for coastal fishermen
whu are eager to “get back in business.”

tims 10

I will ug?ﬂy start fishing for blacks as soon as the
water temperature resches 49 or 30 degrees. Depending on
the weather, that could be sometime in April and certain-
ly by mid May. One imy ing that [ want to point
n}Ltb]irsmu'yE avoid fishing a:u?lunﬂdgﬂlc full moon dﬁ:l-:lu.g
the spring. In the beginning of the season; with the water
beingr a bit on the coid sde, the full moon brings on strong
currents; which does not help the already lethargic black-
tish into hiting,

rocky hidsouls

1 der mvoist of my fishing for blackfish on rocky ledges or
small rock mles. I tend to fish the smaller pieces of strac-
ture: becdnse | feel that blackfsh congrepute in larger
schools around these fight spots. They are harder o find
and toupher to anchor on bue definitely worth the trouble,
I eather pull up the anchor a half dozen times than sir
there and get no bitzs,

When 1t comes to fishing for blackfish during the
spring, | also prefer w fish the shallower spots because |
thiasgr they wirr up a lot quicker, | can fsh spots in 30 feer
and come up with o good carch while this stubborn friend
of mine insiscs on fishing in 50 feet and winds up working
w_-?]l:a:d just tocateh o few fish,

ee  are algo  fimes
when I'll uncher 4p on 3 piece
and they don't bite right away.
Those early seavon blaclfis
are  downright lazy a0
you meed to give them some
time 4o Temct to the smell of
your baits.

I like to srart miy biackfish
season at the Sandy Hook
Reef, 1 have found thar this
arca uces big numbers of
fish during the sprng because
there are many nooks and
crannies for the blackfish to
hide out. Finding rough
bottorn at the reef i not o

lem: Further anuth, the

bhrewsbury  Hocks  offers

another large seretch of rocky
lndfu u.udrg‘i!g boulders. 2

f you want to fish even
further to the south there i=
the rocky bottom off the old
Long Branch pier, As soon as
your loran gets to the "43614°
line, start looking for structure
on-the bottom with your fish
finder. If most of your fishing
is done further south, f:mu
Mgt Want o give ofe of the

many artificial reefs there a
try and chart will help you
find the rocky locations plus

many charts have the loran

coordinates for the artificial reefs. 1 have also found that
charrs like the Capeain Vic's Charts and Captain Segull’s
charts sheay some real good wreck fishing areas.

bait & tacke

1 like to hawe green crabe and fresh skimmer clams for
bait on my boat. A lot of dmes during the spring, the
blacks will show a preference for the clam. Seme people
say it's because their mouths are soft after the winter.

A medium action rod with a conventional reel loaded
with 30-pound line will handle any blackfish encountered
in our waters. Becanse 1 stick to the shallower wacer, [ will
ase my lighter outfit. My 7-foot graphite rod with my
Shimano 5 and I'm all set for a day of blackfishi

My rig consists of 8 single 20 hook snelled on an 18-
inch piece of 30-pound leader. [ simply run that hook
through a small dropper loop on my main line. If T am
fishing & spot that iz not too EM'LEE}'", I'll sometimes use a
two-hook rig. This rig 8 made by using a 36-inch piece of
leader and snelling one 2/0 hook on one end and then
making a small loop on the other end. Then o dropper
Inop 15 made half way up from the hook and another 2/0
hook is pat on thae Yo also run this ng through s small
drapper leop on your main line,

AREhOFIH] tips

On my boat, I have two anchors and both have & feet
of chain and 250 feet of anchor line, 1 will usually stare out
by using just one anchor until 1 see how the boat is laying
over the structisre, IF | have to use both anchors, one is set
into the wind and the other into the current, Another

ol reason for carrying a pair of anchors is to save the

y when one of them gets hung wp in the straceure and
hus to be cut off.

When approaching my
lorun aumbers, 1 get my buoy
marker ready and throw it
overboard as soon as | see the
bottom piece on  my
colorscope; or when the coor-
dinares. match the ones for
that spot. whichever event
comes frse o After checkin
the pesition of my booy, I'ﬁ
then swing my boat around
und take it imto: the current. In
the shullow water I'll usunlly
Jﬁ about 40 or 50 yards past

¢ 'migrher and drop the
anchor. The only way to suc-
cessfully émdmf}rﬂ-urim: omn &
rockpile, wreck or reef is to

dee a lot. It might get
straring but it'll pay uﬂ'gi!n
the long muin.

Blackfish has become a
well-recopnized fish in the
last - 10 years. oF o, Some
fishermen hike them because
they fight and toste prest and
the new hreed of fishermen
want them for their monetiry
value, which s steadily
increasing.  Whatever  your
reason ks, e up a few rige and
head to your nearest wreck or

rockpile. Chances are they’ll

be waiting!
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